Feral Pigs in Aloha Estates by Leilani Kruger
This past year the Aloha Estates Board addressed a problematic feral pig infestation that swept through the neighborhood like a plague, wreaking havoc along the common road areas and on residents' properties. It was a phenomenon never before seen, with a sounder   (a herd of wild swine) of more than twelve roaming freely throughout the neighborhood, uprooting or digging up the common road grassy areas and residents' properties in search of worms and other delicacies. 
The feral pigs' path of destruction appeared localized to the first road, although other Unit 1 roadways were affected to a lesser degree. Estimating the size of the larger pigs to be well over 200 lbs, the sounder included boars and sows of varying ages and weights. The signature uprooting from these feral pigs were prominent and made the uneven uprooted earth a hindrance to residents and the maintenance crew on their quarterly work assignment in our neighborhood. The feral pigs posed significant danger to the community and its' residents, causing property damages to agriculture, landscape and potential health risks from their droppings. 
In October the Board collaborated with the USDA Wildlife Services in Hilo to begin the process of eradicating the feral pigs from our Aloha Estates neighborhood. Jordan K. Linnell, the Hawaii district supervisor, scheduled his team to set up a pig brig trap on a resident's vacant lot and within a month, six pigs were trapped, dispatched and tested for diseases. Mr. Linnell will provide results of the case to the Association and those results will also be posted on our website at https://www.alohaestates.org/under Community News, when they become available. Below is a link to the USDA agency’s website if anyone is interested: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/operational-wildlife-activities
